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INTRODUCTION

“ ”

What is a Parish Plan?
Parish Plans are a Government supported initiative to give those living in villages a way of deciding for
themselves how they would like their village to develop. It reflects the views of all sections of the community
and aims to:
�Identify those features and local characteristics that people value

�Identify local problems and issues to be tackled

�Provide a vision of how parishioners want the community to develop in the future

�Create an action plan to achieve this vision.

By setting all this information out, the Parish Plan provides us with:
� A way to influence decisions by local authorities and other service providers
� A basis for planned action by parishioners
� A possible route for winning funding for local initiatives
� A framework  to help the Parish Council decide what their community needs them to focus on
� A way in which everyone can be involved in taking action to ensure the parish thrives and develops in

the way they want.

To set out a vision of what is important, how new development can
best be fitted in, how to preserve valued local features and to map
out facilities which the community needs to safeguard for the future.
Rural White Paper
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BOSLEY PARISH

BACKGROUND

In the autumn of 2004 a core group of parish councillors
and volunteers came together to formalise the regular
community meetings that were at that time being held.
Their aim was to work on a project to ask residents of the
parish about their thoughts, concerns and hopes for the
future of Bosley.  A healthy mix of residents came to the
first Community Gathering and lots of ideas were
expressed and discussed to give the Steering Group a
basis on which to progress the Parish Plan.

Funded by the local borough council (Macclesfield),
Cheshire County Council and the Countryside Agency,
the Steering Group held public meetings and invited all
residents, local groups and organisations to have their say,
thus ensuring all age groups could make a contribution.

THE PLAN PROCESS

John Cooke from Cheshire Community Council came to
give a talk at the School Hall on the Parish Plan process
and its implications for influencing future development of
the village. Further ideas were sought from those attendees
and it was decided the Bosley Parish would put together
a Parish Plan.

From these early meetings with the parishioners of Bosley,
a number of key issues were identified which were then
formulated into a questionnaire and hand-delivered to,
and collected from, all households in early December
2004.  An excellent response rate of 41.5% was
received, representing the views of some 83 households.
A chart of the responses is included on page 5.

These views have formed the basis of further consultations
and public meetings, three sub groups have been formed;
a Social Committee, a Youth Projects Group and a
Footpaths Working Party. The Social Committee are to
organise and advertise village events, the Footpaths
Working Party is to survey the public rights of way within
the parish and a meeting with the youth of the village was
arranged by the Youth Projects Group.  Each of these
parts brought further discussions at local level and the
Steering Group met regularly to formulate a matrix of
action points. An Action Plan has now been mapped
out and can be examined in detail at the end of the Plan.
Each action point has been numbered so that it can be
easily cross-referenced to the main document
recommendations in each section.

Some action points are easy to perform and results should
be fairly quickly accomplished, but others are more long
term and when examined in detail may have to be
changed or even shelved.  Resources for these proposals
will come from a variety of sources, some funded from
within the current Parish Precept, others by obtaining
Third Party funding/grants, and many will be pursued
through local government offices and public bodies.

Many hours of hard work by a Steering Group of key
volunteers have culminated in the formation of this Parish
Plan. It is hoped that this Plan will help our community
play a more active role in the future planning and
development of the parish of Bosley and create a vision of
the future.  The Plan is a living document and should be
reviewed at periodic intervals and updated as the parish
lives and develops.
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PROPOSED IDEAS PUT FORWARD BY STEERING GROUP

PE
RC

EN
TA

G
E 

O
F 

VO
TE

S 
RE

CE
IV

ED

Chart Showing Subjects Receiving Top Votes

The above chart shows what is most important to the

community from the proposals put forward in the

questionnaire.  Other issues which were identified will

be discussed at the meeting.

KEY:
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BOSLEY PARISH
The rural parish of Bosley lies on the eastern edge of
the county of Cheshire and fringes the Peak District
National Park, covering some 12.9 square kilometres
(3188 acres) in total.  We are bisected north-south
by the main A54 Congleton to Buxton road and
east-west by the A523 Macclesfield to Leek road.

The parish has a large number of specially designated
areas of interest and encompasses a Site of Special
Scientific Interest to the north-east of the A523
coming into the village.  Bosley Minn and the reservoir
both have special classifications as Grade A, SBI’s
(Site of Biological Importance) which is a local county
designation, Grade A showing that the habitat and
wildlife are of national importance.

The parish has some 150 or so households
(population approximately 400), the parish church of
St. Mary the Virgin, the Methodist Chapel,
playgroup (Bosley Bobkins), primary school (St.
Mary’s CE School), village shop, restaurant and two
public houses. The parish is bounded in part by the
River Dane and the Macclesfield Canal and overlooked
on both sides by Bosley Minn and Bosley Cloud, two
natural landmarks.  But by far the most dominant
feature of the landscape is the man-made reservoir, built
in the late 1820’s to service the canal system.  The
other man-made dominant landscape feature overlooking
Bosley is the Croker Hill television and radio tower.

Until the 1950’s the financial livelihood of most
parishioners was from farming, or supporting industries.
Farming is still a significant part of Bosley’s business
community, but is now supplemented by a variety of
other business enterprises including motor vehicle
repairs/sales, manufacturing warehouse, garden nursery,
Village Shop, Public Houses, wood treatment works,
haulage, restaurant, caravan parks and a dog sanctuary.
In addition to those visible industries, there is a wealth
of enterprises run by individuals from their homes.

Data collected from the 2001 Census by the Office
of National Statistics shows that the local area
including Bosley parish has a higher “over 65” age
group, 23%, than the national average of 16% and
of those parishioners over the age of 16, only 18%
are single compared with 67% who are married
(nationally the figures are 30% and 51.5%
respectively).  This local area around Bosley, known as
Macclesfield 020A in the Census, has a much higher
than average number of detached properties, as you
would expect, the national average is 22.8%, locally
it is 56.8% and of those households, the parish has a
higher percentage who own their own homes outright
(47.3% compared with the national rate of
29.6%).  The Census of 2001 also confirms that in
Bosley we have a greater number of private vehicles,
9% did not have a car/van (26.8% nationally),
whereas 55.1% of households had access to two or
more cars/vans (29.4% nationally). But being a rural
community this is not at all surprising.
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KEY: Parish Boundary Peak National Park Boundary

BOSLEY PARISH MAP
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COMMUNITY SERVICES

POLICE
Although the parish is in an area of low crime rates,
there is a perception that the police service represents
very poor value for money.  Long response times, lack
of contact with the community and difficulty in
local/direct telephone access, all contribute to a lack
of confidence in the service.  Anti-social behaviour is
becoming more common, even in rural communities
like Bosley and residents need to feel safe in their
own homes.

RECOMMENDATION:
� Lobby local police authority for more police

presence, public communication events and the
reinstatement of the mobile police unit.
Action 1.6

PARISH
MAGAZINE
Many residents felt that the
parish magazine (jointly co-
ordinated with neighbouring
parishes of Wincle,
Wildboarclough and North
Rode) was the most
effective means of being
kept informed of parish
affairs and events, with the
Village Shop seen as a

vital point of contact too.
However, the parish magazine only goes to subscribers
(currently 35p per issue, 10 issues per annum) and it
was felt a small, free, quarterly newsletter to all
households of the parish, may be beneficial.

RECOMMENDATION:
� Promote increased circulation of the Parish

Magazine and research viability of free
newsletter. Action 1.9

AFFORDABLE HOUSING
The questionnaire confirmed the need for affordable
accommodation, mainly starter homes, with a short term
need indicated for current residents still living with
parents.  There is a small supply of council houses and
bungalow's in the village.  The recent boom in houses
prices has meant that some people trying to get on the
property ladder are having to stay at home with
parents longer, or those wishing to down-size are
having to leave the village environs, possibly leaving
their birthplace in some cases.

RECOMMENDATION:
� Endeavour to ensure that the housing needs of

the parish are recognised and addressed by the
local borough Council. Action 1.10
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ENVIRONMENTAL

FOOTPATHS
When asked about
the condition of the
parish footpaths,
both public and
highways,
respondents were
clearly unhappy at
the maintenance of
such and the need
for improvements to

several areas.  A view was raised to employ a part-
time “lengthsman” to tackle local matters quickly and
effectively and this may need to be undertaken by a
retired volunteer or paid for with liaison between
neighbouring parishes.

RECOMMENDATION:
� Liaise with neighbouring parishes to consider

feasibility of employing lengthsman. Action 2.1
� Undertake survey of condition of public

footpaths to present to Cheshire Public Rights of
Way officer. Action 2.2

WILDLIFE & HABITAT
Although not high on the agenda of people’s
thoughts, both habitat protection /wildlife surveys and
improved village appearance were mentioned regularly

and thereby deemed important.  Discussions gave rise
to several ideas to protect the beauty of the parish and
ensure it’s future as a rural community in tune with both
nature and man.

RECOMMENDATION:

� To engage a Wildlife Group to conduct a survey
of wildlife and habitats in the parish. 
Action 2.4

� Encourage continued interest in parish
appearance including further bulb and tree
planting. Action 1.7

LITTER
High on the list of priorities for many respondents,
including the younger members at our Youth Meetings,
was the need to provide more litter bins around the
parish and dog-bins on “The Green”, especially in
view of the new play area.

RECOMMENDATION:

� Approach Macclesfield Borough council to
increase the number of bins throughout the
parish. Actions 2.5 and 2.8
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TRANSPORT

PUBLIC TRANSPORT
Although we are a rural parish, we benefit from the
fact that we are bisected by two major roads, one of
which has a regular bus service to Macclesfield, Leek
and beyond. Our objective must be to preserve this
service as a vital link with the towns and to ensure the
bus companies maintain, or increase the number of
buses per day.  Enhancing knowledge of the existing
services would be beneficial to it’s sustainability.

STREET LIGHTING
The results of the questionnaire gave varying views on
the need for further street lighting, with interest
expressed by those living at Lakeside for it to be
extended along the main A523 towards the school
and church.  As a rural parish it is equally necessary to
minimise the light pollution to preserve the village
character.

RECOMMENDATION:

� Survey should be carried out to justify any
additional lighting and its impact on the
environment. 
Action 2.6

ROAD MAINTENANCE
When questioned about the state of the public roads,
most people felt that the main roads were adequately
maintained, but the minor roads were neglected and
remedial action was an ongoing concern.  One major

area of concern was the bends on the A54 near
Great Oak Farm, which seem to attract more than
their fair share of accidents.  This is under review with
the relevant authorities as part of a major re-signing
exercise along the whole stretch of the A54.

RECOMMENDATION:

� Encourage parishioners to report road faults,
especially on minor roads, via the Parish
Council, Macclesfield Borough Council website
or the Cheshire County Council Highways
dedicated webpage www.cheshire.gov.uk/roads
Action 2.3

SPEEDING
As always parishioners are concerned by the level and
speed of vehicles on the two main roads bisecting the
village (A54 & A523), especially in the vicinity of
the Primary School. Improvements have been made in
recent years, but some respondents felt that more
could be done.

RECOMMENDATION:

� Continue to build links with Macclesfield
Borough Highways Department and the Police
Authority to monitor speed limits and
implement any anti-speeding initiatives. 
Action 2.10
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EMPLOYMENT & BUSINESS

BUSINESS
Bosley parish has, for generations, had farming as its key business, but these days most residents live in the
countryside and commute to work in the towns and cities. The biggest single employer in the parish is WTL
International Ltd., still based at it’s original site by the River Dane, and sponsor of the Bosley Tug of War team
and village events.

Feelings of isolation from other businesses were considered to be a key factor effecting new business enterprises and
also the lack of suitable premises.  As Broadband connectivity reaches rural areas, some of these aspects may
diminish as communication becomes quicker and easier.

Respondents felt the parish had good links to neighbouring towns and should maintain it’s minimal industrial
activities to the benefit of the village and surrounding countryside, by restricting developments of this kind.

RECOMMENDATION:
� Ensure the Borough Council are aware of the parishioners’ views on developments and act accordingly.

Action 3.3

TOURISM
Opinion is often divided on the value of tourism to the parish, but it plays a part in the economic equation.
Being as the parish is on the fringes of the Peak District National Park, it is host to several Bed & Breakfast / Self-
Catering Units and to a lesser extent caravan facilities.  Barges travelling on the Macclesfield Canal take in the
boundary of the parish and information boards advising of local attractions, hostelries and shops may encourage a
longer stop-over.

RECOMMENDATION:
� Tourism should be supported and encouraged as a valuable addition to the local economy. 

Action 2.12

14
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1.1

1.2

1.3

1.4

1.5

1.6

1.7

Village Hall

Community Area

Youth facilities

Facilities for the
young

Community &
Inter-Village events

Community
Policing

Bosley in Bloom

Undertake a feasibility
study to answer

where, what uses,
financial support and

size.

Approach local
landowners to facilitate

suitable site.

Meet with the youth
of the parish to

support creation of
events/facilities.

Out of school clubs,
crèche facilities, holiday

club?

Social Committee to
increase awareness of
community activities
and encourage ideas.

Lobby to ensure
greater police presence
in the parish (not just

traffic police)

Encourage local pride
in parish appearance.

Med 

High

High

Med

Med

Low

Medium

Parish Council (PC),
C.A.L.C., or

M.B.C.

PC

Derek & Joan
Sidebotham,Stan
Swindells, Local

Schools, Sport for All.

C.C.C. and L.E.A.,
School governors &

P.T.A.

Joan Dowse and 
team of volunteers.

Macclesfield Police
Authority, M.B.C.

Parishioners, MBC &
Cheshire Landscape

Trust

2-5 yrs

2-3 yrs

Ongoing

Within 1 yr

Ongoing

Ongoing

Ongoing

PC to start with?
Volunteers

PC 
Volunteers

Volunteers
School

School, P.T.A. 
& Pre-school

Social Committee

Police Authority

P.C.

Grant Funding.
Second hand

building? Village
fund-raising.

Grant funding.
Village fund-

raising/donation.

Matched funding
from Local

Authority &
Sports Aid

C.C.C. funding.
Private Business

Investment.

Voluntary

Council Tax

Voluntary & Parish
Precept

Community
Ideas Action Plan

Pr
io

rit
y

Re
f. Organisers/

Public Partners
Time
Scale Contact Resource
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THE PROPOSED ACTION PLAN

KEY: PC - Parish Council MBC - Macclesfield
Borough Council CCC - Cheshire County Council PCC - Parochial Church Council

CALC - Cheshire
Association of Local Councils LEA - Local Education Authority PTA - Parent Teacher Association
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Broadband

Parish Magazine

Affordable
Housing

Grave yards

Website

Campaign to bring
broadband to parish

soon.

Endeavour to increase
circulation &

contributions. Research
viability of free

newsletter.

Liaise with CALC,
MBC and local

Housing Assoc'n to
implement feasibility

study.

Improve appearance of
area.

Ascertain availability of
free website hosting by

CCC. 

Council site to link
www.bosleyco.com

High

Medium

Low

Low

High

PC, Adjacent Parishes
and Local Business

PC, PCC and Editor.

MBC and Housing
Associations; Templar,
Dane Housing, Johnny

Johnson, etc.

PCC

CCC and PC

Now to end 
2005

Ongoing

Ongoing

Ongoing

End of 2005

PC

PC & PCC

PC

MBC and 
Housing

Associations

PC

PC

Voluntary

Voluntary, Business
Sponsorship

Private Investment,
Development

funding,

Voluntary, PCC
funds.

CCC

Highways
footpaths

Public footpaths

Road Maintenance

Wildlife &
Hedgerow 
Protection

Liaise with
neighbouring parishes to
consider feasibility of
employing lengthsman.

Survey the existing
footpaths and make
written/visual report.

Continue to build links
with MBC Highways
Department and report

faults via P.C. or
M.B.C. website.

Find local wildlife
group to conduct

survey of Parish flora &
fauna.

High

Med

Med

Med

PC

Warren Van-Leeuwen
and helpers.

MBC Highways
Dept., C.C.C. & PC

English Nature, Local
Wildlife Trust

Ongoing

Now to end
2005

Ongoing

End of 2005

P.C.

P.C.

PC

Wildlife Group

MBC, Parish
Precept

MBC, Ordnance
Survey-maps.
Volunteers.

CCC & MBC

Funding

1.8

1.9

1.10

1.11

1.12

2.1

2.2

2.3

2.4

Environmental
Ideas Action Plan

Pr
io

rit
y

Re
f. Organisers/

Public Partners
Time
Scale Contact Resource
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2.5

2.6

2.8

2.9

2.10

2.11

2.12

2.13

Litter

Street Lighting

Parking

Dog Fouling

Traffic speed

Community Recycling &
Composting Schemes

Rivers

Tourism

Increase number of
rubbish bins throughout
Parish, at lay-bys, bus
shelters and play area
(including dog bins).

Explore the effect &
justification of low-level
street lighting along the

main road between
Lakeside and Church

Lane.

Review facilities at
village green for

fishermen and play area
users.

See Litter 2.5 Install a
number of bins on play

area / green.

Lobbying of Public
Bodies for extension of
40mph speed limit to
Tunstall Road junction.

Consider setting up
schemes &/or additional

facilities.

Request Environment
Agency to conduct survey

of local waterways

Help promote local 
B & B and holiday

caravan parks and local
attractions.

High

Medium
/Low

Medium

High

High

Low

Low

Low

MBC, CCC

Initial exploratory work
by volunteers MBC,

CCC

MBC & PC.Need to
incorporate in play area

scheme?

MBC, CCC

Police, CCC, PC,
Volunteers

CCC, MBC,
Parishioners

Environment Agency

MBC, Tourist
Information Points

Ongoing

1-2 years

End of 2006

Ongoing

Ongoing

Ongoing

2005/06

Ongoing

PC

PC

MBC

PC

PC

PC

Env. Agency

MBC

MBC, matched
Funding

Parish Precept,
MBC

MBC

MBC, matched
funding.

Voluntary

Voluntary Parish
Precept

Env. Agency

CCC match
funding
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3.1

3.2

3.3

Local Businesses

New Businesses

Available Premises

Encourage tourism and
help small business

locate effectively in the
village.

Ensure new
developments are

within existing buildings
where possible.

Low

High

Local Chambers of
Trade

MBC Planning Dept.
and Parish Council

Ongoing

Ongoing

MBC

Planning
Department

Parish Precept

Parish Precept

4.1

4.2

4.3

Play area

Mobile Cinema

Community
Football Pitch

Locate public play area
within the Village

Green.

Consider setting up
scheme.

See Community Area
1.2 Approach local
landowners to find

suitable site.

High

Low

High

PC

PC and neighbouring
Parishes.

PC

Now and
Ongoing

Now to end
2005

2-3 years

PC

PC

PC Volunteers

PC Millennium
Fund, grant,

volunteer time.

Matched funding,
grant, private
enterprise.

Grant
funding.Village

fund-
raising/donation.

Jobs/
Business
Ideas

Action Plan

Pr
io

rit
y

Re
f. Organisers/

Public Partners
Time
Scale Contact Resource

Leisure/
Sports
Ideas

Action Plan

Pr
io

rit
y

Re
f. Organisers/

Public Partners
Time
Scale Contact Resource
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